
Detroit Airports District Office

Metro Airport Center

11677 South Wayne Road, Ste. 107

Romulus, MI  48174

November 12, 2021

Scott Hicks

Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service, Michigan Ecological Services Field Office

2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101

East Lansing, MI 48823

Re: Section 7 Consultation for the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport (AZO)

Runway 17/35 Extension and Taxiway C Improvements

Consultation Code: 03E16000-2022-SLI-0131

Dear Mr. Hicks:

The Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport (AZO), located in the City of Kalamazoo in 

Kalamazoo County, Michigan, is proposing improvements to Runway 17/35 and Taxiway C.  

The proposed project includes the following elements: 

Extend Runway 17 end by 150 feet,

Extend Runway 35 end by 1,000 feet,

Realign Taxiway C at the approach end of Runway 17,

Extend parallel Taxiway B to match Runway 17/35 extensions,

Relocate an existing railroad spur (owned by Norfolk Southern) on the south end of the 

Airport, including land acquisition in both Runway 17 and Runway 35 approaches for 

obstruction clearing),

Acquire aviation easements/land acquisition in both Runway 17 and Runway 35 

approaches for obstruction clearing,

Clean obstruction(s) in Runway 17/35 approaches,

Relocate existing aircraft navigational aids (NAVAIDS),

Conduct noise analysis to lift/modify an existing noise curfew for aircraft operating at 

night;

Develop new aircraft approach and departure procedures for Runway 17/35, and

Complete hazardous materials Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 

(ESA) on acquired property.

The project location is shown on Attachment A. 
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AZO is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to investigate, analyze, and disclose 

potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project. The Biological Resources 

Report prepared by Mead & Hunt in support of the EA presents the AZO’s review of biological 

resources (Attachment B).  

 

Early coordination with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), to the attention of Mr. 

Matthew Ihnken, was completed May 30, 2019.  In addition, Mead & Hunt submitted a 

determination of effects using the Michigan Endangered Species Determination Key and 

obtained a Verification Letter on November 5, 2021. Information provided in the USFWS 

Verification Letter dated November 5, 2021 is presented below (Table 1). 

Table 1. Threatened and Endangered Species Effects Determination 

Species Name Common Name Listing Status 
Michigan DKey 

Determination * 

Myotis sodalis Indiana Bat Endangered NLAA 

Myotis septentrionalis Northern Long-eared Bat Threatened NLAA 

Sistrurus catenatus Eastern Massasauga rattlesnake Threatened NLAA 

Neonympha mitchellii mitchellii 

mitchellii 

Mitchell’s Satyr Butterfly Endangered No effect 

Epioblasma triquetra Snuffbox Mussel Endangered No effect 
 

* NLAA = “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” 

Source: USFWS IPaC list, accessed November 2, 2021 by M&H and USFWS Verification Letter dated November 5, 

2021. Consultation Code: 03E16000-2022-SLI-0131, Event Codes: 03E16000-2022-E-00683 and 03E1600-2022-E-

00748 (respectively). 

  

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has prepared this determination to address potential 

effects the proposed project may have on species protected by the Federal Endangered Species 

Act (ESA) under the jurisdiction of the USFWS as required by Section 7 of the ESA. The FAA 

is the lead Federal agency for this consultation.  

 

The FAA has reviewed the results of M&H’s investigations (Attachment B) and concurs with 

the effects determination documented in the USFWS Verification Letter on November 5, 2021. 

 

The project may affect potentially suitable summer habitat for the Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) 

and the Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis).  Tree removals that may be needed 

for project implementation can be completed outside of the summer bat roosting season (after 

October 31 and before April 1) to minimize and mitigate any potential impacts to the Indiana Bat 

or Northern Long-eared Bat and ground disturbance with machinery. Thus, the FAA concludes 

that the proposed project warrants a determination of “May Affect, Not likely to Adversely Affect” 

for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.  

 

The project is within the known range of the Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) [EMR]. 

Habitat types within the project area include highly managed airport airfields, sections 

containing a mixture of emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands, successional uplands, and fallow 

fields. However, the characteristics and quality of these habitats coupled with significant 

impediments to potential EMR movement, make these areas unlikely to support EMR. To 
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minimize and mitigate any potential impacts to EMR, use of recommended erosion control and 

site restoration materials (“wildlife safe materials”) can be incorporated into construction plans. 

Additionally, any sightings of EMR will be reported to USFWS. Thus, the FAA concluded that 

the proposed project warrants a determination of “May Affect, Not likely to Adversely Affect” for 

EMR. 

 

Suitable habitat conditions for the Mitchell’s Satyr butterfly and the Snuffbox mussel are not 

present within the project area. Thus, the FAA concluded that the proposed project warrants a 

determination of “No Effect” for Mitchell’s Satyr butterfly and the Snuffbox mussel.   

 

In accordance with Section 7 of the ESA, the FAA formally requests USFWS concurrence with 

the assessment and determination of May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect for the Indiana 

Bat, the Northern Long-eared Bat, and the Eastern Massasauga, and a determination of No Effect 

for the Mitchell’s Satyr Butterfly and the Snuffbox Mussel. 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding this determination or need additional information, please 

contact me at guadalupe.cummins-sanchez@faa.gov.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

 

Guadalupe Cummins 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

Detroit Airport District Office 

 

 

 

 

Enclosures:  

Attachment A - Project Location Map  

Attachment B - Biological Resources Report for Kalamazoo-Battle Creek 

Airport Runway 17/35 Extension and Taxiway Improvements prepared by Mead & 

Hunt (November 2021). 

   

     

 

 

cc.  Eric Anton Bjorkman (AZO) 

 William Ballard (Mead & Hunt) 

GUADALUPE 

CUMMINS-SANCHEZ

Digitally signed by GUADALUPE 

CUMMINS-SANCHEZ 

Date: 2021.11.12 14:27:36 

-05'00'
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William Ballard

From: Galloway, Shaughn L <shaughn_galloway@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 9:44 AM

To: Cummins-Sanchez, Guadalupe (FAA); East Lansing, FW3

Cc: 'Eric A. Bjorkman'; William Ballard; Tansy, Carrie L; Kelly, Kaitlyn J; MIFO DKey, FW3

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Section 7 Consultation (informal) - Consultation Code: 

03E16000-2022-SLI-0131

Attachments: 03E16000-2022-I-0131.JPG

Hello Guadalupe, 

 

The Michigan Determination Key NLAA Verification Letters become valid following the 30-day verification 

period. If you were not notified by the Service that the information you provided was incomplete during that 

time period you are good to go. I apologize if this was not communicated during your Nov. 12 inquiry, but in 

future scenarios please rely on the guidance provided in the output letters. If you have any additional 

questions please feel free to give me a call or email.  

 

Best, 

 

Shaughn Galloway 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Michigan Ecological Services Field Office  

2651 Coolidge Road 

East Lansing, MI 48823 

(517) 351-8474 (Office) 

(517) 648-5634 (Cell) 

 

From: Cummins-Sanchez, Guadalupe (FAA) <guadalupe.cummins-sanchez@faa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, December 20, 2021 4:42 PM 

To: East Lansing, FW3 <EastLansing@fws.gov>; Galloway, Shaughn L <shaughn_galloway@fws.gov> 

Cc: 'Eric A. Bjorkman' <eabjor@kalcounty.com>; 'William Ballard' <william.ballard@meadhunt.com> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Section 7 Consultation (informal) - Consultation Code: 03E16000-2022-SLI-0131  

  

  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or 

responding.   

 

Good  afternoon,  

  

I wanted to follow up regarding the request for Section 7 Consultation for the Runway 17/35 Extension project at the 

Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport (AZO) submitted on November 12, 2021.   

  

 You don't often get email from shaughn_galloway@fws.gov. Learn why this is important  
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Can you please confirm if I can expect a concurrence letter from your office or if the Verification Letter (Event Code: 

03E16000-2022-E-00748) dated November 5, 2021 indicating a “Not Likely to Adversely Affect” determination for 

Eastern Massasauga, Indiana Bat, Northern Long-eared Bat, constitutes USFWS concurrence under Section 7. 

  

Regards, 

  

Guadalupe Cummins 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
  
FAA Detroit Airports District Office 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Suite 107 
Romulus, MI 48174 
  
Cell: 313-282-1297 (during telework) 
  

  

  

  

  

From: Cummins-Sanchez, Guadalupe (FAA)  

Sent: Friday, November 12, 2021 2:42 PM 

To: EastLansing@fws.gov 

Cc: Shaughn_Galloway@fws.gov; Eric A. Bjorkman <eabjor@kalcounty.com>; William Ballard 

<william.ballard@meadhunt.com> 

Subject: Section 7 Consultation (informal) - Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport 

  

Mr. Hicks,  
  
Please find attached, the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) determination of effects and request for USFWS 

concurrence under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), for the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport 

(AZO) Runway 17/35 Extension and Taxiway C Improvements project, in Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  The project 

requires FAA approval, which constitutes a Federal Action.  
  
Previous coordination for this project was conducted under Consultation Code: 03E16000-2022-SLI-0131.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or require additional information. 
  
Regards,  
  

  

Guadalupe Cummins 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
  
FAA Detroit Airports District Office 
11677 S. Wayne Road, Suite 107 
Romulus, MI 48174 
  
Cell: 313-282-1297 (during telework) 
  

  

  

  

  


